Lessons from Essay 1
Grammar
First try to find the mistakes below.  Then try to correct them together with a partner.
1. It is important, of course, that people also think about  health, and not just eating well and going out and partying.

2. On the basis of previous analysis provided by Miller (2001), I intend to explore this issue in greater detail.

3. The first part of the essay will provide an overview of the effects of drug addiction on youth and society.

4. The man was running quickly, knocking over anything and everything in his way.

5.  Easter is not the only important day in April; another, though less popular day is the first, also known as April Fool's Day.

6. These days, such traditions have actually been incorporated into Brazilian society, and so many people do not even realize that these festivals are not of national origin.

7. As has been mentioned, there are a number of scholars that have published articles that support this view, and it is on the basis of that research / those studies that I will establish the extent to which dogs are better pets than cats.

8. The main problem with / concerning / with respect to Mac versus Windows is that those two systems are not the only options available.
9. I love feijoada for a number of obvious reasons, but it is admittedly not perfect: it is also  high in saturated fats.

10. Irrespective of some critics' extreme disapproval of "Fifty Shades," I am still am curious to watch it.

11. People who laugh often are also less likely to have   nervous breakdowns.

12. To eat more healthily is not merely a / a mere change in habits;  indeed, there are those who would argue that healthy eating is actually a way of life.

13. These steps should be followed in order to achieve good grades and learn as much as possible.

Vocabulary and Style

In pairs, identify were the "problem" is, then try to improve the sentence.

1. However, there are also controversial / negative aspects of this issue that need to be considered more carefully.

2. The responses to the questionnaire administered varied widely, from "yes, sometimes" to "no, never."

3. Children are known to want to play with toys only briefly, and their parents often struggle to keep activities varied.  Children
 can also move around with a great deal of frequency, and therefore it is easy to lose sight of them.

4. Even the cold "is not reliable" in Curitiba, according to Miller (2010, p. 23).

5. This essay will  present / analyze / explore / overview the problems that foreigners sometimes have when they relocate to Brazil.
6. This essay will provide an overview / analysis…
7. I like feijoada  It is practical, and it is also relatively inexpensive.

8. The problem with pizza is that it usually contains excessive amounts of salt    fat./  
9. Oliveira (2003) has come up with a theory regarding the reason behind the increasing stress levels in society.  According to the theory / the author / the reseacher, people have begun to feel increasing amounts of stress as a function of the increasing demands put on them by their jobs.
10. As  can be seen from the research cited thus far, the issue can be argued from two polarized points of view. 

11. Excessive preoccupation with one's hair has been known to cause many dangerous distractions.  Moreover, people do not really care if one parts one's hair to the left or the right, or even if there are split ends.
12.  For some time There has been a growing / an increasing concern about the amount of really distasteful popular music that is played loudly in people's cars as they pass by.

13. As has been long argued in the field of  Applied Linguistics, merely being exposed to the L2 is not enough - there needs to be some sort of focus on form.

14. Thus, as described above, the city of Curitiba can be considered one of the better places to live in Brazil.  Not all is perfect in Curitiba, however, and in fact there are problems that require more immediate attention.  The increasing traffic has been slowing down buses for some time now (Lerner, 2012), for example.  This article will therefore provide an overview of some of the best -- and worst -- our city has to offer.

15. Walking is good exercise as it has been shownto lift one's spirits and positively affect energy levels (Nike, 1998).
16. People have become somewhat obsessed with so-called selfies, and this theme has been widely researched within the field of sociology (Cabral, 2001; Aifone, 1979; Narciso, 1999).

17. Previous research has shown how important it is to complete one's reading engagement log on a regular basis.
New Vocabulary
Complete the sentences with the words below, then compare with a partner.  (One is extra.)
bias      hedge     impetus     inextricably    novice     overt

pinpoint    scrutiny    skillfully    slant   stance

1. The author was unable to __________ any problems with the data.

2. There was no __________ objection to her suggestion, but one could sense some disagreement.

3. The __________ for the study was the fact that no one had apparently conducted similar research before.

4. The way in which the research was carried out has recently come under __________.

5. The second article we read in class yesterday was very similar to the first, but with a slightly different __________.

6. Experienced writers are held to a very high standard;  I would never expect __________ writers to write so __________.

7. Naturally, there will always be some __________ by the author, but it is important to __________ your __________.
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