TWO DIFFERENT TALKS - CURITIBA

Many people wonder why I moved to Curitiba, and how it compares to where I used to live, San Francisco.  In fact, there are many ways my life in Curitiba compares favorably to my other home.

The thing is, Curitiba is not necessarily as physically beautiful as San Francisco.  And, what I want to say is, the two places can't be compared.  They are different.  And, actually, sometimes Curitiba - though it is not as beautiful as San Francisco (in my opinion, of course), it has some advantages.  And it's important to consider, and this is something important, not just the place, but also the people.  So, this is something else I want to say.

In San Francisco my life was focused mainly on my work.  And in Curitiba I have a lot of work too, of course.  But, there are some important differences.  You know, the people say, "the grass is always greener on the other side" - but I say, "hey - at least you have grass here - in California we're having a drought"  It's true, you're lucky to have so much water here in "Chuvitiba".  But the thing is, and this is what I want to say, here I take time to do things other than work.  How is this possible?  I think this is possible because, even though work is important for everybody -- we need money, after all! -- life with the family, for example, is also important.

My in-laws  - the parents of my wife - live close to me.  And what I have in Curitiba is a nice situation.  In San Francisco, I did not live so close to my family.  Is it important?  Well, it's important, because, for example, here in Curitiba I can sometimes go to a restaurant for a special occasion with my wife -- just us -- and in San Francisco I went out once, I think, or maybe twice..  So, you should think, it is important, you know, because you cannot have a life without sometimes being able to enjoy yourself.  
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Many people wonder why I moved to Curitiba, and how it compares to where I used to live, San Francisco.  In fact, there are many ways my life in Curitiba compares favorably to my other home.  Sure, Curitiba is not necessarily as beautiful as San Francisco, in a traditional sense, but there is one chief advantage - which is the one I want to focus on - and that is having a life outside of work.  You see, cities are not just about the place - they're also about the people.

In San Francisco my life was focused mainly on my work.  And in Curitiba this is also true.  But one of the most important differences is that here I take time to do things other than work.  How is this possible? Well, let's start with my in-laws  - the parents of my wife - who live close to me.  Of course, in San Francisco I also had family.  But in San Francisco, I did not live so close to my family.  Why did this matter?  Well, it's important, because, for example, here in Curitiba I can sometimes go to a restaurant for a special occasion with my wife -- just us -- and in San Francisco that was not possible.  So, that is important, you know, because you cannot have a life without sometimes being able to enjoy yourself.  

