Vocabulary Learning
Vocabulary is the core to language and its importance considerably effects how a language learner acquires language. Given that vocabulary constantly influences learners' language development, acquisition of vocabulary supports breadth and depth of language comprehension for learners. In the field of second language acquisition (SLA), building up vocabulary knowledge is a more central and vital process to the typical language learners. One of the leading observations points out that second language learners need vocabulary knowledge to perform well in their new language (Folse, 2004). However, regardless of evident importance of second language vocabulary acquisition (SLVA), most courses and curricula lean towards grammar and communication strategies over vocabulary. Lack of adequate vocabulary knowledge still baffles second language learners (Folse, 2004). Wilkins (1972) recap the situation best: “While without grammar very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed” (p.111). English as second language (ESL) program educate many international or immigrants students who are demanded to take a language test to get into colleges and universities in the United States, but most of them suffer from limited proficiency in English (Coady & Huckin, 1997). Being aware of limitations in knowledge of second language (or L2) words, learners even at an advanced level experience lexical gaps, which means they do not understand words simply while reading, or cannot deliver concepts as fluently as they could in their native language (or L1) (Read, 2000).  English language learners (ELLs) have difficulty comprehending text at grade level by virtue of their slow vocabulary development, and they are probably at risk of being diagnosed as learning disabled, when the fact that narrow English vocabulary and impoverished comprehension bring about their limitation.  (August & Carlo & Dressler & Snow, 2005). As a matter of fact, grammar focusing course is not a primary factor contributing to ELLs' language deficiency. Many researchers show that vocabulary knowledge is closely and highly connected with reading comprehension and their relationship cannot be undervalued (Koda, 2008; Qian, 1999, 2002; Stahl,1999). Because ESL learners feel they must know all the words in a text to understand it, they tend to rely heavily on a dictionary when allowed to one in an ESL class (Auerbach & Paxton,1997).  Students who confront many new words while reading proceed to look in the dictionary and  immerse in an act of discovery and meaning (Gonzalez,1999). They are less likely to guess the unfamiliar word from the context and are not aware it is significant to employ an effective learning vocabulary strategy before searching the dictionary. Most educators recommend that it is better to prevent the use of a dictionary while reading unknown words (Haynes, 1993; Nation, 1990). Gonzalez (1999) claims that “[t]he primary concern for educators is that looking up words frequently diverts the reader's attention from the task at hand, interferes with short-term memory processing, and thus disrupts the comprehension process” (p.265). Another major concern is that such language tests like TOEFL, IELTS, GRE, and school's placement test restrict testers to use the dictionary in the test. Without the dictionary, these ESL learners may have a hard time figuring out the unfamiliar words and may get low scores on reading tests.  On the other hand, ESL schools do offer vocabulary courses, but students still have difficulty memorizing words. ESL learners need a useful learning vocabulary strategy to enrich vocabulary size and strengthen vocabulary knowledge. For English as a foreign language (EFL) learners who frequently acquire poor lexicons despite years of proper study, effective SLVA is especially crucial (Hunt&Beglar, 2005). However, until now, the teaching and learning vocabulary strategies been disregarded in the field of SLA (Coady& Huckin, 1997). Several researchers (Channell, 1980; Martin, 1976) have proposed assorted learning strategies for acquiring English, but comparatively insufficient research has been achieved on vocabulary learning strategies (Brown& Perry, Jr.,1991), particularly for analyzing and moderating the trend of the overuse of the dictionary. Hayashi and Murphy (2011) examines how morphological awareness (MA) which can be applied to learning vocabulary plays a significant role in the development of learner's vocabulary knowledge. Hunt and Beglar (2005) acknowledge that how learners broaden and elaborate their vocabulary knowledge is attributed to knowledge of vocabulary. Being familiar with English morphology, learners are likely to have the ability to distinguish more words in the reading paragraphs (Mochizuki and Aizawa, 2000).  Many aspects of morphological properties are considered to deepen vocabulary for reading comprehension, this paper focuses on word-formation and affixation as a primary proficiency to consolidate ESL learners vocabulary knowledge. Learners need to grasp the meaning of suffix and prefix and turn the root words into associated “solid words” by annexing with them. The paper will provide a well-organized and useful source on learning vocabulary to ESL learners and also can be a recommendation for the teaching and learning vocabulary strategy. In case they encounter new words they do not know in the reading passages, they may utilize the strategy to figure it out.
